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"The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to foster a thriving 

community of musicians who share their knowledge and inspire passion 

for the organ." 

 

 

 

AGO Progressive Dinner 

Friday, September 28, 2018 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

1225 East Morehead Street, Charlotte NC 28204 

6:00-6:30 Appetizers 

6:30-6:50 Recital, Mark Johanson 
 

Myers Park Presbyterian Church 

2501 Oxford Place, Charlotte NC 28207 

7:00-7:40 Entrée 

7:40-8:00 Recital, Patrick Pope 

8:00-8:30 Dessert and Carillon Recital 
 

Cost per person: $15, payable to Charlotte AGO.  Mail to: 

Michael Lehtinen 

Southern Park Music School 

4805 Park Road, Suite 230 

Charlotte NC 28209 

Reservation deadline: Friday, September 14. 

Questions: spkmusicschool@aol.com or 704-806-6924. 

Bring your unneeded music to dinner for a music swap! 
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Jane Cain, AAGO ,  

      Charlotte Chapter Dean  

E-mail: jcain@dcpc.org 
Office: (704) 892-5641 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN  

One of our chapterôs best traditions is our opening Progressive Dinner each fall, this year on 

September 28th. Itôs an opportunity to re-connect with chapter friends while relaxing over 

good food and bite-size recitals. Itôs also an outstanding way to introduce organ music to 

friends. I have brought groups of choir members in the past and they have loved it. 

This year is a bit unique in that we will get to hear a carillon performance in addition to two 

organs.  The program begins with appetizers at Ascension Lutheran and a performance by 

new board member, Mark Johanson. We move to Myers Park Presbyterian for dinner and 

organ music from Patrick Pope. Dessert will be outside as we listen to the church carillon. 

National surveys of AGO members indicate that the most important value people place on 

Guild membership is the opportunity to meet and network with professional colleagues. Our 

profession can be isolating, and it is renewing to spend time with others who share our values, 

ambitions, frustrations, and joys. 

On the penultimate page of this newsletter you will find a one-page flier that you can print 

out and post in your church. Invite your friends and choir members; offer to drive them; offer 

to drive your church bus and bring a bus-full. Iôll see you there. 

Shalom,  

Jane 

 

 

 

Featured AGO Member: Bob Ivey 

 

The board of the Charlotte AGO Chapter met on Monday night August 6th. Highlights of the 

meeting were: 

¶ Planned and discussed upcoming programming for 2018-19 

¶ Discussed upcoming budget for 2018-19 

¶ Discussed possible youth events for the upcoming year 

¶ Discussed possible uses of legacy funds 
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Interviewed by Lee Northcutt 

 

LN: How long have you been a member of AGO? 
  
BI: I joined the Richmond, Virginia AGO chapter when I 
was fifteen years old and I held student memberships for 
several years while in college. Since 1960 I have held full 
time membership. I have been an AGO member for fifty-
eight years!  
 
LN: Please tell us a little about yourself (ie, where you were 
born, family, pets, hobbies, etc). 
BI: I was born in Richmond, Virginia, an only child and 
only grandchild. I have been married to Shirley 
61yearsɣsince 1957. We have a son, Robert, III who with 
his wife, Tracey live in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. They 
have two children, son who lives in Denver, Colorado and 
daughter who is a Junior at the University of Richmond. 
Our daughter Karen and husband, Chad live in Charlotte 
and have two daughters, age 7 and 10. Iõve always had a 
hobby of woodworking. Iõve built clocks, built-in cabinets, 
and small furniture for the grandchildren. 
 
LN: Will you please tell us about your early music training 
and how you got interested in the 
organ? 
BI: I began playing by ear at age 6 and within six months began piano lessons. When I was twelve years 
old I was asked to play for a wedding; thus, organ studies began almost immediately. One year later, the 
Chester Episcopal Church hired me as their organist and I continued there as organist through high 
school. Having had church experience when I matriculated at Westminster Choir College, I was almost 
immediately placed in a church job at First Baptist Church of Red Bank, New Jersey which had a three-
manual organ. I remained there throughout the five years in college where I met Shirley and we married 
in 1957. Following graduation in 1959, I began in 1960 the first of three Full-time positions as 
organist/director where each church used the title minister of musicɣ Latrobe Presbyterian Church, 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, First Presbyterian Church, Red Bank, NJ, and First Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, NC. I retired from full-time church work in 2006. Upon retirement the church honored me 
with the title Minister of Music Emeritus, and the advanced youth handbell group was renamed the Ivey 
Handbell Ensemble. 
 
LN: Where did you attend college/grad school and what degrees do you currently hold? 
BI: I graduated from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey with Bachelor of Music degree 
majoring in organ and studying with Drs. Alexander McCurdy, George Markey and Donald MacDonald 
and a masterõs degree with a major in choral conducting. 
 

 



 
 

LN: I know you personally and know that you are involved in the greater musical community in many 
different ways other than playing the organ in church. Will you share with our members some of the 
other ways that music plays an important role in your daily life? 
BI: Although I enjoy traveling, hiking, canoeing and woodworking, music is always on my mind. I am 
constantly planning and thinking about the next rehearsal, concert or worship service. 
 
LN: Having had a long and distinguished church music career, what would you say was your most 
satisfying accomplishment or career highlight? 
BI: I have never been a solo performer and I have given only three solo organ recitals in my life. My 
joy has been helping to provide an opportunity of enjoyment and satisfaction for choir members and 
handbell ringers. Several young persons from my choirs have chosen to pursue full-time church music 
for their careers and they have been very successful. 
 
LN: Is there a òchurch storyó (funny or serious) that comes to mind that you would like to share 
with us? 
BI: Six months after arriving at the Latrobe Presbyterian Church in 1960 (my first full time position) 
three octaves of handbells which had been ordered by the previous director, arrived. At that time, 
handbells were very new in church music programs, but a fellow graduate in a nearby city was developing 
a handbell program and invited me to come and observe rehearsals. Thus, began for me a long history 
of involvement with handbells. A national handbell group was being formed (the American Guild of 
English Handbell Ringers), and following attendance at several small handbell festivals, I became 
involved to the extent of accepting the position of secretary of the national organization. I ultimately 
served on the AGEHR Board for twelve years and was national president 1972 to 1974. I took ten high 
school handbell ringers to my first bell festival in 1962 and continued to take high school students to bell 
festivals for over thirty years. Subsequently I was invited to direct major handbell festivals and in 1972 
directed a national festival in Arizona with over nine hundred ringers and in Kentucky that same year 
directed a second national festival with over eleven hundred ringers. For over thirty-five years, Shirley 
and I took young people on concert tours, often in conjunction with bell festivals, traveling to twenty-
five states, Canada, Australia, the Soviet Union, Denmark, England, Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Italy 
and Austria. In my last full-time position church, I supervised a program of five handbell groups and 
seven singing choirs. 
 
LN: Is there any particular advice that you could pass along to upcoming church musicians? 
BI: Strive for developing a collegial relationship with fellow church staff members and remember that 
the church musician should not expect to have the final say in any worship service. If you and the senior 
minister strongly disagree about too many things, donõt expect the minister to leave! 
 
LN: Thank you very much for taking the time to share a little bit about yourself with our chapter 
members. 

 

 

 

 

 

ONCARD Renewal and Personal Information  

 

Remember to update your personal information when you renew your AGO 

membership. Please check that your employment information is up-to-date 

for the next chapter yearbook. 



 
 

The Sea Organ 

by Gay Pappin 

Have you heard the Sea Organ?  The Sea Organ 

is in the city of Zadar, Croatia, on the Adriatic 

Sea.  It appears as wide marble steps leading 

down to the water. The stairs extend about 200 

feet along the coast.  Under the steps is a unique 

system of tubes and a resonating cavity where the 

lower steps allow water and air to come in which 

is then funneled into resonant chambers under the 

steps.  The water is pushed out through the upper 

stairs causing random sounds to be produced. 

There are 35 pipes of different sizes that rise 

vertically to play five different tones.  This unique 

musical instrument is played by the chance 

interaction of the wind and the waves of the sea. The Sea Organ provides constantly changing 

harmonic sounds as the waves interact with the structure.  To see and hear this organ, you may wish 

to take a cruise on the Adriatic Sea, or to listen from the comfort of your home, check out:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n86pF-wQKrw. 
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Charlotte AGO Programs 2018-19 

Progressive Dinner 

Date: Fri, 9/28 

Ascension Lutheran Church 1225 East Morehead Street, Charlotte NC 28204 

6:00 Appetizers 

6:30-6:50 Organ Recital: Mark Johanson 

Myers Park Presbyterian Church 2501 Oxford Place, Charlotte NC 28207 

7:00-7:40 Entrée: chicken cordon bleu, cheesy potatoes, green beans, rolls, tea 

7:40-8:00 Organ Recital: Patrick Pope 

8:00-8:30 Carillon Music and Dessert: pound cakes 

Cost: $15/person 

Reservation deadline: 9/14 

Ensemble Nobiles (5-Voice German A Cappella Ensemble) 

Date: Sat, 10/27, 7:30 

Venue: Trinity Presbyterian Church, 3115 Providence Rd, Charlotte NC 28211 

 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: Silent Film Accompaniment 

Date: Mon, 11/12, 7:30 

Venue: Davidson College Presbyterian Church, 100 N Main St, Davidson NC 28036 

Performer: Dorothy Papadakos 

Epiphany Dinner 

Date: Fri, 1/11, 6:00 appetizers, 6:30 dinner 

Venue: The Cypress, 3442 Cypress Club Dr, Charlotte NC 28210 

Dinner music: Linda Liberty, piano 

Cost: $20/person 

Reservation deadline: 1/4 

 

Margaret Sandresky: Reflections by The Composer with Performances of Her Music by Former 

Students 

Date: Mon, 2/25, 7:30 

Venue: Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence Rd, Charlotte NC 

Performers: Jane Arant, Martha Asti, Jane Cain, Mary Lou Peeples 

 

Peek Weekend: Jonathan Ryan 

Dates: Sat, 3/16, 9-12 master class 

Sun, 3/17, 3:00 recital 

Venue: Covenant Presbyterian, 1000 East Morehead St, Charlotte NC 28204 

 

Myers Park Methodist: Chamber Choir Concert Installation Service and Dinner 

Date: Mon, 5/13, 6:00 dinner, 7:00 service 

Venue: Myers Park United Methodist Church, 1501 Queens Rd, Charlotte NC 28207 

Cost: $11/person 

Menu: BBQ, potato salad, baked beans, cole slaw, cornbread, lemon cake, tea 

Reservation deadline: 5/6 
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Awake My Heart to Sound His Praise 

By Margaret Vardell Sandresky 

SATB Choir, Accompanied by Organ or Piano 

 

This anthem of praise is a very accessible piece and pleasing 

for the congregation to hear. The accompaniment 

establishes the style and rhythm immediately from the start. 

The lilting and attractive rhythm provides a perfect outlet to 

express Psalm 108. The first three verses alternate men and 

women in unison, with the final verse SATB.  

Published by Paraclete Press. Difficulty Level: 

Easy/ Medium 

 

Ave Maria 

By Bob Moore 

Two-part Mixed Voices, Accompanied by Piano 

 

Receiving an ñEditorôs Choiceò Award from J.W. Pepper & 

Son, this rendition of the traditional Latin text of the Ave 

Maria is set to a lyrical melody for two-part voices. The 

piano accompaniment complements the vocal parts 

throughout and provides a sense of movement. This piece is 

great for choirs looking for a fresh setting to add to their 

repertoire. 

Published by GIA. Difficulty Level: Easy/Medium 

 
 



 
 

Upcoming Concerts 

September 9 at 5:30 PM, Les Ackermann and members of Opera Carolina will perform in 

celebration of the 51st Anniversary of Möller Opus 10260, works by Vierne, Mulet, Purcell, 

Mendelssohn, and Ralph Vaughn Williams. First United Methodist Church, Charlotte, NC. Free 

admission; $20 donations recommended. For more information, call 704-333-9081. 

 

September 17 at 7:30 PM, Elizabeth Harrison, Assistant Professor of Music at Pfeiffer University, 

performs a program entitled Around Bach, featuring works by Boehm, Buxtehude, Walther, Krebs, 

Bach, and others. Davidson College Presbyterian Church (Davidson, NC). Free admission; Freewill 

offering received. For more information, visit www.dcpc.org. 

October 13 at 7:30 PM, Carolina Pro Musica presents ñMusic for Queen Anneôs Revengeðthe 

Golden Age of Piracy,ò including music by Purcell, Pepusch, sea chanteys, and folksongs. For more 

information and tickets: www.carolinapromusica,org or carolinapromusica@gmail,com. 

October 26 at 7:00 PM, Silent Film Halloween Organ Concert and Fellowship, featuring organist 

Scott Foppiano improvising to the silent film version of "Phantom of the Opera". The concert will 

be family-friendly, providing a safe, festive Halloween environment with activities, treats, and 

costumes. First United Methodist Church, Charlotte, NC. Free parking available at 525 N. Tyron. 

For more information, call 704-333-9081. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

James S. Bustard 

 (from the Philadelphia Chapter) 

Doris B. Francis 

(from the Southern Nevada Chapter) 

http://www.dcpc.org/


 
 

You are Cordially Invited to the 
 

51st Anniversary Concert  
Of 

Moller Op. 10260  
 

 

 

Organist Les Ackermann 
And Members of Opera 

Carolina 
Performing works by 

Vierne, Mulet, Purcell, 
Mendelssohn, and Ralph 

Vaughn Williams (Five 
Mystical Songs) 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 
5:30 PM 

First United Methodist Church 
501 N. Tryon Street 

Charlotte, NC  28202 
 

Reception to follow with light refreshments to follow. 
Presented in part by the Kathryn Stephenson Pipe Organ Endowment Foundation. 

Free admission ($20 suggested donation for those who are able) 
Free parking at 525 N. Tryon. 

 



 
 

For more information, call 704-333-9081. 

 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Support the 

Charlotte AGO! 

Advertisements are still 

available 

for future En Chamade 

Newsletters. 

 

Business Cards:  $5/mnth, $35/yr 

¼-page ad: $7/mnth, $50/yr 

½-page ad: $10/mnth, $75/yr 

Full-page ad: $15/mnth, $100/yr 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


